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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 and 6*11 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 6-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki (US 6,611,262 Bl) and Dalai etal(VS 6,363,404 Bl). 

Claim l: 

Suzuki discloses a system for editing and recording a moving picture. Suzuki 
teaches that with VRML (virtual reality modeling language), it is possible to attach 
a texture to a 3D (three-dimensional) object (abstract; col. 1, lines 8*20). A node 
called "Texture" is defined for still pictures and a node called "MovieTexture" is 
defined for moving pictures. Information on the texture to be attached is described 
in these nodes (abstract; col. 1, lines 49*67; col. 2, lines 1-19, 48-55). Suzuki 
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explains that a 3D object is described by using VRML. A scene consisting of a 
plurality of 3D objects, moving pictures, etc., is described according to VRML. 
Suzuki teaches that in VRML, texture to be attached to (mapped with) a 3D object 
is designated by a URL (col. 7, lines 21-29, 40*51; col. 8, lines 20-25). Suzuki teaches 
video objects and nodes describing information relating a surface of an attachment; 
each node describes a URL that indicates an address of a corresponding AV (moving 
image, sound, audio) data file (col. 9, lines 46-67; col. 10, lines 1-7, 16-44; col. 11, 
lines 20-28; col. 22, lines 1*17). Suzuki teaches associating a plurality of URLs 
obtained from a video presentation into a corresponding plurality of textures but it 
does not teach mapping the textures on geometric surfaces defining a 3D space. 
However, Dalai discloses a method for providing hyperlinking within textures of 
three-dimensional models. A processor stores markup documents in texture image 
files of predefined 3d models. The markup document includes various types of link 
elements. The texture image files are mapped to predetermined locations on the 3d 
models. The markup documents are displayed when the 3d model is displayed 
using content, format information, and linking information (col. 1, lines 37*43, 52- 
57, 60-67; col. 2, lines 1-12; col. 3, lines 3 _ 34). Dalai teaches mapping the textures 
on geometric surfaces defining a 3d space (figs. 3, 4A-5, 7*9). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art to modify Suzuki's method of 
attaching textures to 3D objects to include Dalal's method for providing 
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hyperlinking within textures of 3D models because it provides users with an 
interface that increases the ease of user interaction by facilitating selection and 
manipulation of objects and textures in a 3D environment having multiple regions 
or geometric surfaces. 
Claims 2 and 3: 

See claim 1. Suzuki/Dalai teaches identifying events associated with a 3d 
image having a plurality of surfaces, each associated with a link (URL) determining 
a position of the surface in a virtual 3d space, and placing an event driven result on 
the surfaces (Dalai: C ol. 2, lines 16-22; col. 5, lines 62*67; col. 6, lines 1-61). 
Claims 4, 8 and 1Q: 

Suzuki/Dalai teaches a processing unit having hardware and software 
components for storing markup documents in texture image files (col. 1, lines 63- 
65). Suzuki/Dalai teaches a three-dimensional processing component for mapping 
the information stored in a texture image file (Dalai: col. 5, lines 18*57; col. 6, lines 
1-25). 
Claim 6: 

See claim 1. Suzuki/Dalai teaches a processor with hardware and software 
components that stores markup documents in texture image files of predefined 
three-dimensional models. Suzuki/Dalai teaches a processor coupled to a memory 
having instruction to cause the processor to associate a plurality of URLs with a 



Application/Control Number: 09/784,840 
Art Unit: 2179 



Page 5 



corresponding plurality of textures (Dalai: col. 1, lines 63-65; col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 
4, lines 1*6; figs. 1-2). 
Claims 7 and 11: 

See claim 1. Suzuki/Dalai teaches a processor that executes instructions for 
determining a position of the surface on the 3d object in the 3d space and place an 
event driven result on the surface of the virtual 3d space (Dalai: col. 2, lines 16-22; 
col. 5, lines 62-67; col. 6, lines 1-61). 
Claim 9: 

See claim 1. Suzuki/Dalai teaches a storage medium including instructions 
(fig. l) which when executed cause a computer system to correlate links (URLs) into 
a corresponding texture and map the textures on surfaces of 3d objects located in 
the 3d space (Dalai: C ol. 1, lines 37-43, 52-57, 60*67; col. 2, lines 1-12; col. 3, lines 3- 
34). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Powers et al discloses a system for creating 3D environments 
having objects that can be given characteristics such as texture maps, wherein the 
objects can be a hyperlink (abstract; col. 3, lines 42-67; col. 4, lines 1-8, 34-38; col. 
13, lines 35-55; col. 14, lines 38*48; col. 24, fines 30-48; co. 27, lines 18-41); Fisher 
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discloses a user interface including a 3D display region that shows a scene having 
multiple objects and surface texture data (abstract; p. 2, par. 0037; p. 3, par. 0040); 
Deshpande et al discloses a system for presenting ads or other virtual content in a 
video presentation, wherein texture parameters are defined and used for different 
regions (abstract; col. 6, lines 7-27; col. 7, lines 26-61; col. 8, lines 27*38; col. 11, 
lines 16*37); Wood et al discloses an apparatus for texture mapping using a set of 
textures (abstract; p. 1, par. 0001, 0003, 0010; p. 2, par. 0013, 0021, 0024; p. 3, par. 
0025*0028); and Robertson et al discloses a graphical user interface having object 
thumbnails rendered on a simulated 3D surface, wherein parameters such as a 
texture of a plane may be fixed or may be changed by the user (abstract; col. 6, 
lines 32-50; col. 13, lines 55-66; col. 14, lines 15-21, 49*67; col. 15, lines 1-4, 27-32; 
col. 28, lines 17-45). 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
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period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to X. L. Bautista whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00AM- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



6:00PM. 



273-8300. 
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